1912]            Another Unfortunate Imperial Speech

cessful gaffe than that one. He has wounded the Alsatians
in their most tender spot, offended the French over something
they cannot forget and exasperated the whole of Germany.
He shouldn't forget that Alsace-Lorraine is the connecting-
link between North and South Germany and that interference
there would spell the disorganisation of the Empire. Cer-
tainly everything is working towards bringing about this
disorganisation. I've had my eye on it for a long time.
What a state Bethmann must be in ! The poor man will
have a heart-attack which needn't astonish him and how
Bulow must be rubbing his hands in the Villa Malta at not
having any more cares ! With such a master things are
becoming impossible.

The German Press has really prejudiced MarschalTs position
in London. You will have read the eulogistic articles for-
mulating his policy for him. The English are replying by
a fresh naval law as a counter to Germany's which has just
been voted in Parliament for increasing her fleet, and as
Lord Churchill (Winston) has said this will always be the
case so long as Germany goes on increasing hers. One has
to go back a long way to discover the beginnings of all the
faults of this reign. The famous Kriiger telegram marked
the debut and England will never forgive William II for
this.

I saw Raindre who told me Germany had rendered France
a great service last Summer. The Agadir boat and Moroccan
threats woke up patriotic feeling. Everyone said to himself:
"We are threatened, we must be ready and so we shall, if
we are attacked. We were asleep believing war was im-
possible nowadays, but now we see this isn't so, we are
determined to build up our army as much as we possibly
can."

It seems that Millerand is a splendid War Minister* He
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